English Language Arts & Literacy

To prepare for bigger challenges in high school, 8th grade students must grapple with
major works of fiction and nonfiction that extend across cultures and centuries. As they
work diligently to understand precisely what an author or speaker is saying, students
also must learn to question an author’s or speaker’s assumptions and assess the
accuracy of his or her claims. They also must be able to report findings from their own
research and analysis of sources in a clear manner.

-
A Sample of What Your Child Will Be Working on in 8th Grade

B Citing the evidence that most strongly supports an Bl Analyzing the purpose of information presented in

analysis of what is explicitly stated and/or implied diverse media (e.g., print, TV, web) and evaluating
from a book, article, poem, or play its social, political, or commercial motives

B Analyzing where materials on the same topic M Presenting findings and claims to others,
disagree on matters of fact, interpretation, or point emphasizing key points with relevant evidence
of view and sound reasoning, adapting speech to the

audience and the formality of the setting, and
responding to questions and comments with
relevant observations and ideas

B Learning how authors support their ideas through
word choice, sentence and paragraph structure,
and other methods

B Using strong, active verbs to create a clear
picture for the reader (e.g., walk, skip, meander,
lurch, limp)

B Building writing around strong central ideas or points
of view; supporting the ideas with sound reasoning
and evidence, precise word choices, smooth
transitions, and different sentence structures W Interpreting figures of speech (e.g., irony, puns)

and developing a large vocabulary of general

B Planning and conducting research projects that )
academic words and phrases

include several steps and use many credible and
documented print and digital sources
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